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Corporation. When he spoke, however, he did so with characteristic
vigour an4 independence.
One such occasion arose at the time of the election of Mr. Dossa-
bhoy Framji to the chair of the Corporation. In view of the ap-
proaching visit of the late King Edward VII, then Prince of Wales,
the office was invested with special importance. After the candidate
had been duly proposed, Mr. Maclean rose and indulged in an
outburst of racial prejudice and arrogance typical of him. He
thought the time had not come when any Indian could preside with
advantage over such an assembly as the Corporation. An Indian
could not perform the duties of chairman with the* vigour and
impartiality that would be displayed by a European. Besides, as
Bombay owed its prosperity in a great measure to the English mer-
cantile community, the honour of welcoming the Prince of Wales to
an essentially English city should be conferred upon one who
belonged to that race.
This outburst distinctly enlivened the proceedings, and evoked
vigorous protests from all sides. The reply which Pherozeshah gave
was dignified and to the point. He hoped the Corporation would
never depart from the policy of looking straight at what was just
and proper and best for the interests of that body, discarding all
distinction of colour or creed. As members of the Corporation, they
were bound to see only to merit and qualifications in making their
appointments, and when they found them combined in European
gentlemen, they were only too anxious and ready to recognize them;
and the speaker doubted not that when they were found centred in
Indians, Englishmen would never fall behind in recognizing them
freely, generously and ungrudgingly.
On another occasion, when the Corporation was inclined to over-
look an encroachment on the Viaoria Gardens, Pherozeshah was
uncompromising, and found himself in opposition to the majority
of the members. It was a case in which religious susceptibilities were
involved, but Pherozeshah took his stand on the rights of the
Corporation, and expressed himself with a freedom resented by
many of his colleagues. Except for such occasional interpositions in
the debates, it does not appear he took any very prominent part in
municipal affairs during the infancy of the new Corporation*